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Dear members and friends of Williston Federated Church, 
 
T.S. Eliot poetically expresses this month. 
 

April is the cruelest month, breeding 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 

Memory and desire, stirring  
Dull roots with spring rain. 

Winter kept us warm, covering 
Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 

A little life with dried tubers. 
from The Waste Land 

 
The Gospel of Mark prophetically expresses the Easter faith, "and very early on the 
first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were 
saying to one another, 'who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the 
tomb?' And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back." Mark 16:2-3. 
 
 The winter is gone and past; the long season of Lent will soon complete it's 
cycle and we will join with Christians all around the world in proclaiming the joyous 
"Alleluias" that speak of hope which emerges from dull roots and life which springs 
forth from dried tubers.  
 I have been reading Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter as part of 
my spiritual reflections. Here is a portion of what Christoph Freidrich Blumhardt 
wrote as a reflection on "New Life." It is not enough to celebrate Easter and say 
"Christ is risen." It is useless to proclaim this unless at the same time we can say 
that we have also risen, that we have received something from heaven. We must feel 
appalled when the tremendous events that gook place, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, are proclaimed again and again and yet actually nothing happens with us. 
The long passage of time has brought with it a temptation to keep on speaking about 
the death of Christ and his resurrection without being moved by it. New possibilities 
can dawn on us, and the more we sense these new possibilities, either in our bodies 
or in our souls, the more we can ask for, the more we can look for higher and 
greater things here on earth. Actually, there are no limits. And for this reason we 
can bring hope into everything, into our daily life, into everything at which we work 
and into anything that we touch. The power that comes from God is ready to be 
brought into our human situation, and in such a way as to transform it. 
Beloved of God, I look forward to seeing you at church, in the community, in the 
world where and when we live into new possibilities and new hope. Happy Easter! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Joan 
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44 North Williston Road 
Williston  VT  05495 

Phone: 802-878-5792 
E-mail: office@steeple.org. 
RETURN SERVICE  
REQUESTED 

Label goes up to the line  
covering these words. 
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The Feinstein and Chittenden Challenge is upon us, and the Joint Urban Ministry Project needs your help! The Feinstein Foun-
dation offers one million dollars in matching funds to be shared among anti-hunger agencies nationwide. By participating in the 
Feinstein Challenge, JUMP will receive a modest match on all monetary donations received from March 1 to April 30, 2009. In 
addition, the first $3500 in donations will be matched dollar-for-dollar by a group of local donors.  
 
JUMP offers help and hope to our lowest-income neighbors, in the form of pastoral care, referrals, and direct assistance. The 
people who came to JUMP for help in 2008 included: 
 
A single mother who needed gasoline to transport her disabled child to appointments 
A man recently released from incarceration who needed a bus pass to seek employment  
A new American family from Bhutan that needed food for their three-generation household 

 
Your cash donations allow JUMP to help clients with basic needs such as food, Laundromat use, transportation, medications, 
identification, and utilities. JUMP also accepts donations of personal and household necessities that are passed on to JUMP cli-
ents. During 2008 JUMP was open 242 days and assisted approximately 1400 adults who made a total of 2900 visits. These 
adults represented 2300 additional family members, including 1500 children. 
 
With the recent downturn in the economy, the needs of our neighbors continue to grow, and JUMP needs your help to respond. 
Our Feinstein and Chittenden Challenge goal this year is $20,000. This is an ambitious $6,000 increase over last year’s goal. 
The more you give, the more matching money JUMP receives. Please help by getting your tax-deductible donation in by April 
30, 2009. You may use the form and send your donation directly to JUMP or to your congregation, marking your donation for 
JUMP and the Feinstein and Chittenden Challenge. Your generous gift will be greatly appreciated. 
How your dollars help…  

$4500 funds all JUMP financial assistance for one household per day for one year 
$1000 funds utility assistance for twenty households 
$200 funds all JUMP financial assistance for one day  

(ten households) 
$100 funds a bus pass for each of ten job seekers 
$50 funds a dozen diapers for each of twenty children  
$20 funds a gallon of milk and enough meat for four meals (perishables not available at the Food Shelf) for a family of four 
$10 funds a birth certificate (necessary for a person to receive state assistance such as food stamps and health coverage) 
$5 funds enough gasoline for a parent to drive her sick child to a doctor’s appointment 
$3 funds one load of laundry at a Laundromat 
 

YES! I want to help support the mission and ministry of JUMP. 

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of $___________ 
 

Name  ____________________________________________________  

Address  ___________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

Phone  ——————————   Email   ————-————————  

Congregation  ______________________________________________  
 

___ Please contact me about my workplace matching grant program. 
___ I am interested in learning about becoming a JUMP volunteer. 

 
Please make your check payable to JUMP. Mail it with this form to: 

JUMP, 38 South Winooski Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401 

Or, send your check (marked “JUMP—Feinstein”) with this form to your congregation and request that it be forwarded to 
JUMP. 

The Feinstein & Chittenden Challenge 
 for JUMP 2009 
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