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Williston Federated Church  

United Methodist Church and United 
Church of Christ ð Federated 1899 

An Open and Affirming, Reconciling 
Congregation 

Mission Statement ~ Our church is a 
community which seeks, welcomes and 
gathers people to share the  Gospel  of 
Godõs love, enables people to find 

fullness of life through Jesus Christ, goes 
into the world to live lovingly and justly 

as servants of Christ, and responds 

actively to  human need.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A REFLECTION FOR THE NEW YEAR  

Rev. Paul Eyer, Pastor 

 

As we move forward in this new year, I share these thoughts from the noted     

author Madeleine LôEngle: 

 

The end of the year is [past].  We are at a new beginning. 

A birth has come, and we reenact  

At its remembrance the extraordinary fact  

Of our unique, incomprehensible being. 

 

The new year has started, for moving and growing. 

The childôs laugh within and through the adultôs tears, 

In joy and incomprehension at the singing years 

Pushes us into fresh life, new knowing. 

 

éé. 

 

Move into the year and the new timeôs turning 

Open and vulnerable and loving and steady. 

The stars are aflame; creation is ready. 

The day is at hand; the bright sun burns. 

 

As we begin 2018, let us recognize that creation is indeed ready.   May we too be 

ready for the ñfresh life,ò the ñnew knowingò and the exciting things that God has 

in store. 

 

With anticipation, 

Paul 

 

 

  
 

!ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άCƻǊ 5ŀƴŀΣέ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ƻƴƎΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ aŀŘŜƭŜƛƴŜ [Ω9ƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎƛ {Ƙŀǿ 
(Wheaton, Illinois:  Harold Shaw Publishers, 1996)  at page 163. 
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 _________________________________________________ 

    

DEGREENING  
Since the sanctuary has been warmer than 

usual we are planning Jan 7th as the 

ôdegreeningô day.  Watch for details to     fol-

low in your Sunday bulletin.  

 The Way To A The Way To A   
New Year New Year   

To leave the old with a burst of song; 
   To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 
   To forget the things that bind you fast 

   To the vain regrets of the year that's past; 
   To have the strength to let go your hold 

   Of the not worth while of the days grown old; 
   To dare go forth with a purpose truth 

   To the unknown task of the year that's new; 
   To help your brother along the road, 

   To do his work and lift his load; 
   To add your gift to the world's good cheer, 
    Is to have and to give a Happy New Year 

Dear Pastor Staff Committee and Women of the Church: 

Thank you, thank you for the beautiful baskets! Once again 

you spoil us with delicious treats and thoughtful gifts. It is 

truly our pleasure to work with all of you. Thank you for the 

privilege! 

Blessings, 

Martin, Ashley, Carolyn, Cindy and Sally 

         _________________________________________________ 
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         _________________________________________________ 

Coffee Hour Hosts & Greeters Are Needed  

 Sunday morning coffee hour is a great time to catch up with friends & 

to welcome visitors.   Please consider signing up to provide a snack.  Coffee 

hour snacks do not have to be elaborate.  The snack can be as simple as a loaf 

of sweet bread or some crackers & cheese.  If you aren't comfortable making 

coffee, the Membership Committee person in charge that week, can 

help.  Greeters play an important role for anyone visiting our church for the first time. A greeter pro-

vides that first word of  welcome and directions to the sanctuary.   

 From Matthew 25:35 "For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in." If you have questions, speak 

to a member of the committee:   Ruth Magill, Vicki Trueman, Sally Metro or Carol Bouchard.    

Message from Membership Committee  

All are welcome here at Willliston Federated Church. If you are new to the church community or 

have been worshipping with us for years and are interested in joining the church, there will be an 

opportunity early in 2018 to learn more about this church and its ministries and ways that you 

might want to become involved.  

Look for more details to follow in the bulletin and weekly e-news. In 

the meantime, if you have questions, please speak to Pastor Paul Eyer 

or a member of the Membership Committee: Carol Bouchard, Ruth 

Magill, Sally Metro or Vicki Trueman.    

         _________________________________________________ 

PROJECTING WORSHIP  

 

During the month of December, our worships services were enhanced 

by the creativity of Rev. Mitch Hay (husband of former interim pastor 

Barb Lemmel).  Mitch, who serves as pastor of Essex Center United 

Methodist Church, compiled the images and prepared the Powerpoint 

presentations which we projected during worship through the Advent 

season and at the candlelight service on Christmas Eve. 

 

If you have interest in assisting in this aspect of our worship servicesðwhether compiling suitable elec-

tronic images, assisting in preparing Powerpoint presentations, or operating the remote control of the  

images during worship itselfðplease let Pastor Paul Eyer or the Music and Worship Committee know.       
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Progress on the Steeple Fund Drive   

 
To date we have raised  over $25,000 toward our goal of $100,000.  If you have not 

yet given or pledged it would be helpful if you did so in the near future. 

Our Steeplejack, Jay Southgate has been outside on the steeple for measurements and 

photos of the    detail and is beginning work on the plans for construction. 

         _________________________________________________ 

Trustees Are Not Building an Ark.  

 

As many of you are aware a pipe froze in the corridor leading to 

the sanctuary just before church on Sunday, December 31.  Fortu-

nately, it was quickly contained.  Thanks to all who pitched in to 

find the shut off and end the deluge, and Les Allen for knowing where the cut off was. 

Our plumber, Peter Monte, arrived and quickly fixed the leak which was in one of the baseboard heaters 

and the faulty valve that contributed to the freezing. 

Unfortunately enough water flowed that we had to call Servicemaster to suction up the water and begin 

drying out operations.  The majority of the damage was in the corridor leading to the daycare. We had to 

redirect their access past the office while drying out continued. 

Early assessment  of the damage suggests that the sheet rock in the walls and ceiling in the corridor 

leading to the daycare as well as any insulation will have to be replace.  We are seeking to have that 

done within the next week. 

The damage is covered by our property insurance.  The company, Church Mutual, has been quite re-

sponsive.  We have a $1,000 deductable. 

The extreme cold weather has stressed all our buildings systems.  We had a hard time getting the tem-

peratures up.   Don Thurston, Luis Garcia, Carmyn Stanko, Paul Bouchard and Tony Lamb spent a good 

deal of time patching insulation and working to find where air was coming into the church.  We thank 

them for their hard work.  Some issues will have to wait till warmer weather. 

On a happy note.  Once the heat began to rise in the building, Don, Luis, and Tony were congratulating 

themselves on a job well done when they heard a noise.  Another fitting had warmed up enough to let 

go.  Fortunately, the plumber is on speed dial and we were able to contain the water in buckets.  Sigh of 

relief. 
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Vigil to End Gun Violence 
 

 On a very cold Thursday evening, December 14,  32 people gathered on the steps of the Old 

Brick Church in Williston, twelve of them members of our church choir.  They began the vigil sing-

ing beautifully, Dona Nobis Pacem.  The vigil marked the date of the terrible tragedy of the New-

town, Conn. elementary school shooting.  More than 10 vigils were being held around Vermont and 

hundreds held throughout the country.  

 Bob Pasco spoke that as a former educator he always considered his classroom and school a 

sacred and safe place.  Ruth Magill spoke about the sense that our places of worship should be sa-

cred and safe and her concern about the news of the recent church shooting in Texas.   

 Gun violence claims on average almost 90 lives every single day in the United States.  Count-

less more are threatened with or injured by guns.  Here in Vermont, gun violence most often ap-

pears in the forms of suicide and domestic violence.  

 Our Vermont State representative Jim McCullough attended the vigil and spoke about the 

need for stricter gun control here in our own state.  Pastor Paul Eyer was also present and offered a 

prayer for all affected by gun violence.  Others spoke about their own experiences and their concern 

about a society that believes guns provide safety. 

 The vigil ended with the ringing of a bell 26 times to remember those killed at the Sandy 

Hook school and the singing of We Shall Overcome. 

 

 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE  

SOMEONES CHRISTMAS MORNING A JOY!!! 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you from the Missions and Social Concerns Committee for your  

generosity during  the Advent season.  40 children in the Williston community received gifts from you all.  

Imagine how thrilled they were to find beautifully wrapped presents on Christmas morning.   

 

Additionally, the Alternative Gift Shop was a grand success.  $3740 was collected and donated to local and 

national  organizations.   That represents a 17% increase from last year.  Your support helps the most needy 

and vulnerable in our community continue to receive food, shelter, and other vital services. 

         _________________________________________________ 
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         _________________________________________________ 

January Book Club:     This month our 

book club will meet in the Church Fellowship 

Hall on January 29 at 5:30 p.m.     

The book for January is óThe Paying Guestsô by 

Sarah Waters.  BookRags offers the following 

summary:    Frances Wray is a young woman liv-

ing on the outskirts of London in 1922. Her father 

has died, leaving Frances and her mother to live 

as best they can in the large family home. Soon 

after his death, Frances discovers they are in seri-

ous financial trouble and she comes up with the 

idea of taking in boarders as a means of making 

ends meet. She accepts a young couple, Lilian 

and Leonard Barber, who make use of several rooms upstairs. The rooms have been 

outfitted so that the Barbers have their own kitchen, bedroom, and sitting room. The 

two families share the ñwater closetò outside and the room with the bath-

tubéé..     All women are welcome.      

Susan Lamb and Ann Wadsworth will host the event.    Please RSVP to Susan 

Lamb   susanlambvt@gmail.com at  878-1251.   Ann 

Wadsworth  ann.wadsworth1@gmail.com at  578-8716.  

 DISMISS HOUSE DINNER  

                 SIGN-UP 2018 
Williston Federated Church is a partner with Dismas House, Bur-

lington, a transitional housing facility serving former inmates, as 

well as college students and international volunteers.  On the 

third Tuesday of each month, church   attendees volunteer to pro-

vide     dinner and eat with the members of the residence.  There 

are usually    10-12 folks sitting around a large table, sharing their 

day and enjoying a meal together.   

 Several longtime members of WFC have participated in this worthwhile outreach program for 

many years.  There is a new sign-up sheet for the coming year on the bulletin board in the entryway.  

Please consider getting involved with Dismas in 2018.  If you have any questions about the program, 

logistics, or would like to partner with someone, please contact: Carol Wyatt, brucecarol@gmail.com, 

802-876-7950. 
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